
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 6 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 

 

October 20, 2010 

 

Communications Committee Meeting 

 

 

1. Call to order. The Communications Committee meeting, held in the District Office 

Conference Room, was called to order by Mr. Sanders at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Board committee members present: John Barrett, Dan Coutu, Lori Fedewa, Susan Jerykitz, 

Chris Sanders 

 

Also present at invitation of the Committee: Dr. Drezek, Superintendent of Schools 

 

2.  Review of 2009-2010 Communications Efforts:  A list of the extensive communications 

efforts that were undertaken by the Superintendent, the Board, and the Schools over the past 

year was reviewed.  General observations made included: 

 

i. Positive feedback was received by the district about most of the out-going communications.  

It was reported that about 390 individuals are signed up for the email information blasts, and 

that the district sent out 6,000 copies of each of three District Newsletters to all citizens of the 

district.  Web site usage has continued to increase (stats were not immediately available).  

Mentions in the press other than sports were modest and largely focused on the budget 

process.  Lori Fedewa reported that the Warren PTO has an individual who actively tries to 

get activities and events mentioned in the local press. 

 

ii.  General efforts made to encourage the community to come and speak with the District, 

ask questions, and express concerns had not worked well.   Both the Superintendent’s Meet 

and Greet sessions, and the Board’s open invitation to attend communications sessions had 

resulted in very little attendance last year. 

 

iii.  Efforts made to hold sessions about specific topics were better attended by the 

community.  This included the Budget information sessions held in each Town, and the 

information sessions held on the new curriculum introduced. 

 

3. Plans for 2010-2011 Communications:  A variety of topics relative to improving 

communications were discussed. 

 

i.  Dr. Drezek plans to conduct a survey of the community to solicit feedback on which forms 

of communication they use and any suggestions for improvement. 

 

ii.  It was observed that it would be beneficial for the Board to communicate more 

information about the factors that drive the need for changes in the district’s operations, 

curriculum, and budget so that actions taken are better understood by the community. 

 

iii.  It was observed that if we want to engage the community in meetings, perhaps we should 

schedule sessions around a topic that will become a draw for the community.   As an  
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example, Susan Jerykitz reported that the recent Governor’s Reading Challenge “Book Blast 

& BBQ” event held at Wamogo for the three elementary schools was very successful and  

 

well attended.   It was also observed that the time of such meetings (typically 7pm) may be a 

factor in attendance.      

 

iv.  It was generally felt that the bulk of this Committee’s attention this year should be on 

support of the budgeting process.  A part of this should be exploring the Board member’s role 

as representatives of our local communities to aid communications. 

 

4. Next Meeting:  It was agreed that we should take into account the outcome of the Board 

planning session set for October 23, 2010 before scheduling a next meeting.  

 

5. Adjournment. There being no further business to come before this meeting, the meeting 

adjourned at 8:22 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Chris Sanders  

Secretary, pro-tem. 


