
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 6 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 

 

June 8, 2011 

 

Communications Committee Meeting 

 

1. Call to order. The Communications Committee meeting, held in at James Morris School 

Library, was called to order by Mr. Sanders at 6:15p.m.  

 

Board committee members present: Dan Coutu, Lori Fedewa, Susan Jerykitz, Chris Sanders, 

Scott Brady (joined at 6:25pm) 

 

Also present: Ed Drapp, Interim Superintendent, Anthony Hibbert, Sherri Turner, Guy Weik,  

Wanda Wiig 

 

2.  Discussion of Annual Report Project.  Mr. Drapp reviewed a proposed project to produce an 

Annual Report that communicates how the District is performing in a variety of ways.   

Standardized test data (CMT, CAPT) would be included and explained, but an attempt would 

be made to also gather and report on “metrics” that covey other aspects of how our schools 

are performing.  Mr. Drapp is seeking suggestions from the Board on such metrics.  The 

discussion brought up a variety of areas for metrics including career and college readiness of 

our graduates, availability and participation in extra-curricular activities, student awards and 

honors, etc.  The goal of the effort is to help the community to understand and interpret the 

growing wealth of data being collected and monitored.  It is hoped that this will highlight the 

successes of the District and help the community to better understand the actions taken by the  

Board and the District to improve our excellent school system. 

 

Mr. Drapp has targeted a first issue of the Annual Report for the December 2011 timeframe.  

He will work with the Committee and the Board to develop the metrics covered and review 

drafts of the report.  There was discussion that following the release of the Report in 

December, an informational meeting with the community at which the findings are covered 

may be of interest. 

 

The Annual Report project was viewed as a positive communication project by the 

Committee and the Committee will continue to track its progress. 

 

3. Use of Electronic Communications.  The Committee discussed the growing use of electronic 

communications over paper communications for District/School to Parent matters.  Use of 

“email blasts” has grown considerably over the last year.  Some Board members who are also 

parents had raised concerns that (i) some parents may not be as oriented to email and the web 

as others, and (ii) some communications that were traditionally sent home on paper via the 

“backpack envelope” might be getting missed.  In the discussion, it was also mentioned that 

it can be hard to find information on the web sites, especially if one has children in more than 

one of our schools.  The unified online calendar is better than when we had separate 

calendars, but it can still be hard to find information and the web is not consistently updated; 

an example cited was the challenge of keeping track of the last day of school. 

 

The Principals of the three elementary schools were all present and reported their view.  They 

indicated that they are generally pleased with the use of the “email blast” newsletters to 

communicate to the parents.   It affords greatly flexibility and allows frequent updates.   They  
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are aware that some households seem to do better with paper-based information and they 

have made some accommodations as needed.  They also reported that they field a good 

number of parent inquiries via phone and in person and did not feel that the number of these 

has increased with the use of the E-Blast system. 

 

There was also a discussion that the web site can be difficult to update due to the software we 

use.  A new release was installed recently which makes this a little easier and they are still 

going through the sites to update things.   

 

The Committee generally felt that given the Principal’s favorable view of the electronic 

communications and their accommodation of exceptions, that the system in place is working 

and no action is needed. 

 

4. Adjournment. There being no further business to come before this meeting, the meeting 

adjourned at 6:55 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Chris Sanders  

Secretary, pro-tem. 


